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make them understand how much I repent of my folly. I shall be ashamed to speak on the subject when we meet.'
1 was anxious to find out the origin of secluding females in the Mussulmaun societies of Hindoostaun, as I could find no example in the Mosaic law, which appears to have been the pattern Mahumud followed generally in domestic habits*. I am told by the best possible authority, that the first step towards the seclusion of females occurred in the life of Mahumud, by whose command the face and figure of women were veiled on their going from home, in consequence of some departure from strict propriety in one of his wives (Ayashur,1 the daughter of Omir) ; she is represented to have been a very beautiful woman, and was travelling with Mahumud on a journey in Arabia.
4 The beautiful Ayashur, on her camel, was separated from the party ; she arrived at the serai (inn, or halting-place) several hours after they had encamped, and declared that her delay was occasioned by the loss of a silver bangle from her ankle, which after some trouble she had discovered, and which she produced in a bruised state in testimony of her assertion. Mahumud was displeased, and her father enraged beyond measure at his daughter's exposing herself to the censure of the public, by allowing any thing to detach her from the party.1 Mahumud assuaged Omir's anger by a command then iirst issued, " That all females, belonging to the faithful, should be compelled to wear a close veil over their face and figure whenever they went abroad.'
In Arabia and Persia the females are allowed to walk or ride out with a sort of hooded cloak, which falls over the face, and has two eye-holes for the purpose of seeing their way.-They are to be met with in the streets of those countries without a suspicion of impropriety when thus habited.
The habit of strict seclusion, however, originated in Hindoostaun with Tamerlane the conqueror of India.
1  'Ayishah, daughter of Abubakr, third and best loved wife of the Prophet, though she bore him no child.   The tale of the scandal about her is historical, but it is treated as a calumny (Koran, xxiv. 11, 22, with
e'H note).
2  Ivnowi as the lurqa.